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Rokaw Final Self-Assessment and Reflection Paper

I have thoroughly enjoyed learning about Educational Technology and experiencing the growth of my knowledge base in this field and I was very happy with the progress I made.  It was especially interesting to see my own definition of EdTech evolve over the course of 8 weeks.  During the process I was able to reconfirm my initial thoughts regarding the weight that “hard” technology carries in the broader field of educational technology.  Learning the history of EdTech and being exposed to the different models of instructional design in weeks 2 and 3 put the science of EdTech into perspective for me.  I realize that EdTech is a big umbrella that oversees the whole science of learning.  It allows us to come together to discuss and explore learning and development in all areas.

My understanding of the field has grown because of the collaboration with my colleagues.  We had fascinating discussions about ethics during week 7 about interesting ethical dilemmas that we could all relate to.  The fact that we shared the same concerns underscored the importance of maintaining an atmosphere of professionalism at all times.  My classmates exposed me to multiple perspectives, and I was given the freedom to question areas of expertise that I might not otherwise have been exposed to.  We also shared resources with each other that will be invaluable in the future course of my career. 
The module on HPI/HPT was inspiring.   I was able to relate to HPI and the performance pyramid because of my job background, so I felt relatively comfortable exploring this module.  I know this was just a taste of a bigger field and I am very much looking forward to studying HPT and HPI in EDCI528 next summer.  This class will be very relevant to my future endeavors if I pursue my original aspirations in the corporate world.

Week 6 encouraged me to become aware of my own competencies.  I realized that I enjoy prioritizing and organizing information and that I’m better at communicating than I thought.  I would like to explore the use of visual cognitive tools for learning and representing information.  Week 6 also introduced me to many specialized professional organizations.  I’m still in the process of realizing that I should be very selective about the organizations to join and find groups whose missions are aligned with my own interests.

The first organization I joined was the AACE.  I’m really looking forward to attending the EdMedia conference in Denver next week.  One of my all-time heroes, Alan Kay, will be the keynote speaker and I’m really looking forward to meeting him.  Mr. Kay was a big influence on my career when I heard him speak in 1983/84/85.  I am anxious to learn more about his current work at Viewpoints Research Institute. Perhaps, because of the week 6 module and exposure to professional associations, my future career goals have a jump-start!

In researching the final paper, I read an overabundance of literature that I thought would help to focus my attentions.  I discovered many interesting pathways that allowed me to look at my topic from many different angles and it piqued my curiosity to spend more time researching.  I eventually narrowed down the topic, but a lot of the literature went by the wayside. I wonder what will happen with these ideas?  Ultimately, the process of narrowing down the topic for my final paper was an incredibly rich learning experience.  

As with other course before this, I’m sure I’ll be quoting events from my experiences in this class for many years to come.  It has added to the foundation of knowledge that will carry me forward.  I am very grateful to have had the opportunity to unleash my ideas with the support and guidance of Dr. Watson and my colleagues.
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