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Definition of Educational Technology

Original Posting from May 3, 2012:

Educational Technology seems to point toward the technology used for educational purposes, but for some reason, that doesn’t sit well with me.   It must be a term used for a broader sense of the science of education, in which case technology would relate to the practical application of that science.  In other words,  educational technology would be the practical use of educational science to facilitate learning experiences.

I am very much an advocate of technology.  I love all kinds of technology and have been involved in the “bleeding edge” of the field for most of my working life.  But when it comes to learning and education, I am very adamant about technology not being used for the sake of technology.  I wish technology would only be used as a tool to facilitate a learning experience, just as any other tool would.  The proper tool for the job could be anything from an iPad, a piece of chalk or nothing but a great instructor!  

Believe it or not, in my experience at Apple, I facilitated learning experiences using minimal technology.  The point of our training was to learn about the people using the technology and how they learn best.  We just moved into a new facility for training with all the bells and whistles ... I was the first one in the classroom and couldn’t wait to try it all out.  Everything worked beautifully.  By the end of the course though, most of those bells and whistles had not been used to meet the learning objectives. 

Revised Definition from June 17, 2012:

My definition remains the same, but my understanding has broadened.  I have learned in the last six weeks that when we speak of “technology,” it refers not just to the materials (hard), but also to the processes, methods and systems (soft) that facilitate learning.  The AECT definition of Educational Technology “is the study and ethical practice of facilitating learning and improving performance by creating, using, and managing appropriate technological processes and resources” http://aect.site-ym.com/?page=definition_and_term&hhSearchTerms=educational+and+technology+and+definition.  

What makes an Educational Technologist is the expertise involved in matching the creation, use and selection of “the appropriate technological process and resources (AECT)” for specific learners in specific learning environments.  I also like this definition from wikipedia (sorry), that defines an Educational Technologist as one who “transforms basic educational and psychological research into an evidence-based applied science (or a technology) of learning or instruction.” (http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Educational_technology).

Reflecting on my experience as an aspiring educational technologist,  I credit my job for inspiring my curiosity in the field.  My job involved training trainers to train customers to use their computer hardware and software.  It was a unique position to be in because I was creating learning experiences for customers that were ready to learn and highly motivated.  They paid for the service and were (mostly) deliberate with their objectives.  Through proprietary methods, I was able to facilitate learning experiences for customers and trainers with all levels of experience.  

Watching learners transform and seeing the process of teaching are what fascinate me the most.  I am pursuing this degree because I want to create the same magic that I had seen in action at my job.  Being able to create that “magic” is a systematic process that involves many components.  The culmination of this research and practice is how educational technology facilitates the learning process.  Using accepted ID models and current research, instructors have a road map for creating and evaluating learning experiences.

From our research and discussions throughout this course, it seems as if the key areas of research in the field are the impact of “hard” technology on learning and the strategic collection, analysis and assessment of data (thanks to Kirsten, for bringing this emerging field to my attention).


